
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As evening falls on Christmas Eve, Charles Dickens calls on the 

noted moneylenders Scrooge and Marley. He attempts to convince 

Scrooge that he has uncovered a scandal buried deep in the past 

and begins a tale evoking a memory of another Christmas. He 

transports us back to the beginning of Ebenezer’s life, where see 

his mother dying, holding her new-born son in her arms. His father 

cannot bear to look at the child and passes the care of both his 

children into the hands of a nurse before finally arranging for them 

to attend Willbridge School. Ebenezer excels at his studies and is 

befriended by the young Robert Cratchitt. Meanwhile Fran 

(Ebenezer’s sister) encounters Emily, a local girl who also works at 

the school, and it isn’t long before all four are firm friends. Mid-

way through their final year of schooling Jacob Marley visits the 

school with an offer for the boys of a London apprenticeship.     

 

There, Ebenezer immerses himself in his work for Mr. Fezziwig and 

Emily establishes a small orphanage but Robert and Fran find 

themselves drawn them into a dangerous underworld of drink and 

gambling.  Ebenezer visits Emily at her orphanage and proposes – 

she accepts, but his happiness is cut short by the arrival of Fran 

who has fallen pregnant to a stranger whose identity is shrouded in 

mystery. Ebenezer blames Emily for failing to protect Fran, 

however act I ends with Mr Fezziwig’s famous Christmas ball, 

where Emily and Ebenezer are reconciled with each other and to 

marriage. 

 

 

 

SY N O P S I S 



  

Weakened by the birth of her son, Fran receives a visit from her 

lover: Marley himself. He reveals his secret: he had been in love 

with her mother and had sworn revenge on her husband and 

family. Marley then exacts vengeance, suffocating Fran with a 

pillow. Moments later Ebenezer enters, ignorant of the manner of 

his sister’s death, and agrees to have the child sent away. Outside 

the hospital, Robert encounters Victoria, Fran’s nurse. Having 

heard her story, Robert takes her to find Emily and forge a plan to 

free Ebenezer from the miser’s machinations, though when they 

try and confront him at the exchange in his new capacity as 

Marley’s partner they are forced to join the seemingly endless 

queue along with Emily’s friend, the author Dickens. 

Finding Ebenezer too stubborn to change, Emily calls off their 

engagement but she then learns from Robert that an informer has 

agreed to meet him to give him incriminating evidence on Marley. 

Emily insists that she must accompany him. However, the entire 

episode has been overheard by Jacob Marley and, back at the 

exchange, Marley insists that Emily has been conducting an affair 

with Robert. Ebenezer refuses to believe her capable of betrayal.  

Robert arrives at the docks and informs Emily that he and Victoria 

are engaged and she throws her arms around him in celebration. 

Marley and Ebenezer happen upon them in the moment of their 

embrace, however, and Ebenezer takes it as evidence of her 

infidelity. He attacks Emily viciously and then instructs Marley to 

foreclose on the orphanage that very night – Christmas Eve. 

Despite Robert’s urgings, Emily will not abandon her charges. The 

bailiffs arrive and eject the children from the building before 

departing into the night. Snow begins to fall and Emily sings to the 

orphans as, one by one, they succumb to the cold winter’s night.  

Dicken’s tale reaches its conclusion but Scrooge reveals the terrible 

truth: he has known about Marley from the start. The author 

leaves in disgust at Scrooge’s cold nature. Marley comes back into 

the room where he begins to hear a strange sound, like bells.  

Marley becomes more and more distressed  as ghostly orphans and 

ghosts pour out of every nook and cranny, binding Marley with 

chains and dragging his soul down into hell.  Ignorant of the 

supernatural nature of Marley’s demise, a grief-stricken Scrooge 

ventures out into the street and is assaulted by the jollity of the 

Christmas celebrations. As a cloying world of festivity closes in on 

him he returns to his own front door and slams it shut with the 

final defiant cry of “Bah! Humbug!”  

 



 


